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Persia, subdued Syria, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and ex-
tended its conquests from the Atlantic to the Cas-
pian and the Oxus; from which limits, during twelve
centuries, its political sway has never receded, while
the faith has continued to extend, and is at this hour
extending in Northern Asia, in Central Africa, on
the Caspian, and the Adriatic.

A combination so extraordinary, and events of
such magnitude, flowing from the ideas patiently
developed during fifteen years by a solitary Arab,
friendless, unknown, and dwelling in the desert or
the cave, are not to be explained by phrases, whe-
ther employed by the vulgar or the philosopher.
These changes were not effected by the outpouring
of nomade hordes, by the progress of military
aggression, or the gradual extension of diplomatic
dominion; they were brought about within a single
lifetime by men's thoughts, and have endured
through forty generations, not through prescription,
but by attachment.

Islam has never interfered with the dogmas of
any faith, never persecuted, never established an
Inquisition, never aimed at proselytism. It offered
its religion, but never enforced it; and the accept-
ance of that religion conferred co-equal riyhte with
the conquering body, and emancipated the van-
quished states from the conditions which every con-